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Amended) A composition as claimed in claim 1 wherein the seed 
crystals are pnesent in the dispersion in an amount of from 1 to 60% by weight 
based on the total weight of dispersion. 

5. (Amdlnded^N^ cofriposition as claimed in claim 2 wherein the seed 
crystals are bariurA sulphate crystals and have 3 dimensional distances of length, 
breadth and thickness, normal to one another, in a ratio of 0.4-1.5:1:0.4-1.5. 



J) A composition as claimed in claim 2 wherein the seed 
crystals hre roOmde€Kcalcium carbonate crystals halving a diameter in the range of 
1 to 2.5 mitrons. 

8. (Amended) A method of reducing deposition of mineral salts from an 




V 

aqueous\supersatu rated solution onto a solid surface in contact with the aqueous 
supersaturated solution which method comprises: 

(a) forming a composition as claimed in claim 1; 

(b) distributing said composition into either (i) an aqueous 
supersaturated solution of the mineral salt or (ii) an aqueous precursor liquid of 
the aqueous supersaturated solution which aqueous precursor liquid is saturated 
with respect to the seedsXand in the case of (b)(ii) converting the aqueous 
precursor liquid into an aqueous supersaturated solution of the mineral salt; and 
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(cK contacting the treated aqueous supersaturated solution with the 
solid surfaceSv . 





11. (Amended) A method as claimed in claim 9 wherein the frequency of 
the ultrasonic vibration is between 16 and 40kHz. 



13. (Amended) A method as claimed in claim 9 wherein the duration of 
the applied ultrasonic vibration is 0.05 to 360 seconds. 



«P* 14. (Amended) A method as claimed in claim 9 wherein the degree of 

|j supersaturation of the aqueous supersaturated solution which is subjected to the 

fll 



ultrasonic vibration is 50 to 400 times over the saturation level. 



p "^15. (Amended) A method as claimed in claim 9 wherein the 
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^l^supersatWated solution which subjected to the ultrasonic vibration is obtained by 
passing 2 ok more aqueous solutions of the separate components of the rhineral 
salt or of the separate components of the isomorphous salt to a locus of mixing, 
at which locus the aqueous supersaturated solution is formed and the ultrasonic 
vibration js appliec 

16. (Arhended) A method as claimed in claim 8 wherein the percentage 
weight of seed crystals from the dispersion to the total weight of seed crystals 
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and depositable mineral salts is in the range 10 to 500/o w/w. 

(Amended) A method as claimed in claim 8 wherein distribution of 
the comp^ition into the aqueous supersaturated solution or aqueous precursor 
liquid is performed 2 to 4 times with the distribution steps being in series or 
parallel or a conrl^nation of both. 

18. (Amended) A method as claimed in claim 8 wherein the aqueous 
O precursor liquid is converted into an aqueous supersaturated solution of-the 

mineral salt by (i) cooling and/or reducing the pressure of the aqueous precursor 
liquid or (il) by adding a complementary ion to the precursor liquid. 
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(Amended) An apparatus as claimed in claim 19 in which the 
apparatu^has a first line for the aqueous supersaturated solution leading to the 



mixing charnber and a side line 
generator char\ber(s). 





e first line leading to the crystal seed 




23. (Amended) An apparatus |s claimed in claim 19 in which the 
apparatus further cornorises: 

a first line for the Nrst aqueous precursor liquid leading to the mixing 
chamber and a side line from the first line leading to the crystal seed generator 



chamber(s), 
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a sacond line for the second aqueous precursor liquid leading to the mixing 
chamber, arjd a side line from the second line leading to the crystal seed 

r 

generator cha{nber(s). 




24. (Amendfed)wi apparatus as claimed in claim 19 which additionally 
comp rises a means monitoring the size of the seed crystals. 
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